
  

 

 

The lais of Marie de France / translated by Glyn S.  Burgess and Keith Busby. 
This is a prose translation of the lais or poems attributed to Marie de France. Little is known of 
her but she was probably the Abbess of the abbey at Shaftesbury in the late 12th century, 
illegitimate daughter of Geoffrey Plantagenet and hence the half-sister of Henry II of England. It 
was to a king, and probably Henry II, that she dedicated these poems of adventure and love 
which were retellings of stories which she had heard from Breton minstrels. She is regarded as 
the most talented French poet of the medieval period.  

 

The Táin / translated from the Irish epic Táin bó Cúailnge by Thomas Kinsella. 
The Táin Bó Cúailnge, centre-piece of the eighth-century Ulster cycle of heroic tales, is Ireland's 
nearest approach to a great epic. It tells the story of a great cattle-raid, the invasion of Ulster 
by the armies of Medb and Ailill, queen and king of Connacht, and their allies, seeking to carry 
off the great Brown Bull of Cúailnge. The hero of the tale is Cúchulainn, the Hound of Ulster, 
who resists the invaders single-handed, while Ulster's warriors lie sick. 

 

The divine comedy / with translation and comment by John D. Sinclair. 
The Divine Comedy begins in a shadowed forest on Good Friday in the year 1300. It proceeds 
on a journey that, in its intense recreation of the depths and the heights of human experience, 
has become the key with which Western civilization has sought to unlock the mystery of its own 
identity. 

 

La vita nuova. Poems of youth. Translated by Barbara Reynolds. 
Vita Nuova (1292-94) is regarded as Dante's most profound creation. The thirty-one poems in 
this, the first of his major writings, are linked by a lyrical prose narrative celebrating and 
debating the subject of love. Composed upon Dante's meeting with Beatrice and the "Lord of 
Love," it is a love story set to the task of confirming the "new life" this meeting inspired. 

 

The book of Margery Kempe / translated by B.A. Windeatt. 
Because Margery Kempe was illiterate, her book was dictated to two scribes, showing an 
extraordinary recall of outer events and of her inner life over 40 years. Margery was born in 
Kings Lynn around 1373, daughter of the mayor. Herself married to a brewer; she had 14 
children and was worldly and ambitious. However, after her conversion, her life was devoted to 
seeking spiritual counsel and going on pilgrimage. She gives an account of intense torments and 
joys, firmly believing that this tumult of inner experience came directly from God. She describes 
in detail her madness, financial ruin, religious ecstasies, marital problems and dangerous treks 
to distant shrines.  



 

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight / translated by Brian Stone. 
Written by an anonymous 14th-century poet, this epic poem is recognized as an equal of 
Chaucer's masterworks and of the great Old English poems, including "Beowulf." 

 

3 Classic Works / Horace Walpole, Ann Radcliffe, Jane Austen. 
The Castle of Otranto: In a faraway medieval realm, Manfred, an arrogant and evil prince, 
rules with an iron fist. Banishing his wife to the castle dungeon, he plans to wed the lovely 
Isabella, fiancée of his recently deceased son. 
The Mysteries of Udolpho (abridged): If beautiful, orphaned Emily St. Aubert is to resist the 
predatory demands of her new guardian, the inscrutable Signor Montoni, she must quell the 
superstitious imaginings that pervade her mind.  
Northanger Abbey: Decrepit castles, locked rooms, mysterious chests, cryptic notes, and 
tyrannical fathers give the story an uncanny air, but one with a decidedly satirical twist. 

 

Villette / Charlotte Brontë. 
"Villette! Villette! Have you read it?" exclaimed George Eliot when Charlotte Brontë's final novel 
appeared in 1853. "It is a still more wonderful book than Jane Eyre. There is something almost 
preternatural in its power." Arguably Brontë's most refined and deeply felt work, Villette draws 
on her profound loneliness following the deaths of her three siblings. Lucy Snowe, the narrator 
of Villette, flees from an unhappy past in England to begin a new life as a teacher at a French 
boarding school in the great cosmopolitan capital of Villette. Soon Lucy's struggle for 
independence is overshadowed by both her friendship with a worldly English doctor and her 
feelings for an autocratic schoolmaster. 

 

The monk / Matthew Lewis. 
Set in the sinister monastery of the Capuchins in Madrid, this is a violent tale of ambition, 
murder, and incest. The struggle between maintaining monastic vows and fulfilling personal 
ambitions tempts its main character into breaking his vows. 

 

Hotel du Lac / Anita Brookner. 
In the novel that won her the Booker Prize and established her international reputation, Anita 
Brookner finds a new vocabulary for framing the eternal question "Why love?" It tells the story 
of Edith Hope, who writes romance novels under a pseudonym. When her life begins to 
resemble the plots of her own novels, however, Edith flees to Switzerland, where the quiet 
luxury of the Hotel du Lac promises to restore her to her senses. But instead of peace and rest, 
Edith finds herself sequestered at the hotel with an assortment of love's casualties and exiles. 
She also attracts the attention of a worldly man determined to release her unused capacity for 
mischief and pleasure.  

 

Heirs and assigns / Marjorie Eccles. 
Introducing Detective Inspector Herbert Reardon in a new mystery series, set in the Downton 
Abbey period. November, 1928. Family and friends have gathered at the Shropshire country 
home of Penrose Llewellyn to celebrate the retired wealthy businessman’s 60th birthday. But 
the morning after what should have been a convivial supper party, their host is found dead in 
his bed – and the circumstances look decidedly suspicious. 



 

Translations: a play / by Brian Friel. 
The action takes place in late August 1833 at a hedge-school in the townland of Baile Beag, an 
Irish-speaking community in County Donegal. In a nearby field camps a recently arrived 
detachment of the Royal Engineers, making the first Ordnance Survey. For the purposes of 
cartography, the local Gaelic place names have to be recorded and rendered into English. In 
examining the effects of this operation on the lives of a small group, Brian Friel skillfully reveals 
the far-reaching personal and cultural effects of an action which is at first sight purely 
administrative. 

 

The child in time / Ian McEwan. 
Stephen Lewis, a successful writer of children's books, is confronted with the unthinkable: his 
only child, three-year-old Kate, is snatched from him in a supermarket. In one horrifying 
moment that replays itself over the years that follow, Stephen realizes his daughter is gone. 
With extraordinary tenderness and insight, Booker Prize–winning author Ian McEwan takes us 
into the dark territory of a marriage devastated by the loss of a child.  

 

Slade house: a novel / by David Mitchell. 
Down the road from a working-class British pub, along the brick wall of a narrow alley, if the 
conditions are exactly right, you’ll find the entrance to Slade House. A stranger will greet you by 
name and invite you inside. At first, you won’t want to leave. Later, you’ll find that you can’t. 
Every nine years, the house’s residents—an odd brother and sister—extend a unique invitation 
to someone who’s different or lonely: a precocious teenager, a recently divorced policeman, a 
shy college student. But what really goes on inside Slade House? For those who find out, it’s 
already too late. 

 

Arcadia / Iain Pears. 
Henry Lytten, a spy turned academic and writer, sits at his desk in Oxford in 1962, dreaming of 
other worlds. He embarks on the story of Jay, an eleven-year-old boy who has grown up within 
the embrace of his family in a rural, peaceful world; a kind of Arcadia. But when a supernatural 
vision causes Jay to question the rules of his world, he is launched on a life-changing journey. 
Lytten also imagines a different society, highly regulated and dominated by technology, which is 
trying to master the science of time travel. Meanwhile - in the real world - one of Lytten's 
former intelligence colleagues tracks him down for one last assignment. 

 

Midnight's children / Salman Rushdie. 
Born at the stroke of midnight, at the precise moment of India's independence, Saleem Sinai is 
destined from birth to be special. For he is one of 1,001 children born in the midnight hour, 
children who all have special gifts, children with whom Saleem is telepathically linked. But there 
has been a terrible mix up at birth, and Saleem’s life takes some unexpected twists and turns. 
As he grows up amidst a whirlwind of triumphs and disasters, Saleem must learn the ominous 
consequences of his gift, for the course of his life is inseparably linked to that of his motherland, 
and his every act is mirrored and magnified in the events that shape the newborn nation of 
India.  

 

Arcadia / Tom Stoppard. 
Arcadia takes us back and forth between the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, ranging over 
the nature of truth and time, the difference between the Classical and the Romantic 
temperament, and the disruptive influence of sex on our orbits in life. Focusing on the 
mysteries--romantic, scientific, literary--that engage the minds and hearts of characters whose 
passions and lives intersect across scientific planes and centuries, it is "Stoppard's richest, most 
ravishing comedy to date, a play of wit, intellect, language, brio and emotion. 



 

Oranges are not the only fruit / Jeanette Winterson. 
Winner of the Whitbread Prize for best first fiction, Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit is a coming-
out novel from Winterson, the acclaimed author of The Passion and Sexing the Cherry. The 
narrator, Jeanette, cuts her teeth on the knowledge that she is one of God’s elect, but as this 
budding evangelical comes of age, and comes to terms with her preference for her own sex, the 
peculiar balance of her God-fearing household crumbles. 

 

The dressmaker's war: a novel / Mary Chamberlain. 
In London, 1939, Ada Vaughan is a young woman with an unusual dressmaking skill, and 
dreams of a better life for herself. That life seems to arrive when Stanislaus, an Austrian 
aristocrat, sweeps Ada off her feet and brings her to Paris. When war breaks out, Stanislaus 
vanishes, and Ada is taken prisoner by the Germans, she must do everything she can to survive: 
by becoming dressmaker to the Nazi wives. Abandoned and alone as war rages, the choices Ada 
makes will come to back to haunt her years later, as the truth of her experience is twisted and 
distorted after the war.  

 

The last confession of Thomas Hawkins / Antonia Hodgson. 
London, 1728. Tom Hawkins is headed to the gallows, accused of murder. Gentlemen don’t 
hang and Tom’s damned if he’ll be the first. He may not be much of a gentleman, but he is 
innocent. He just always finds his way into a spot of bad luck. He probably shouldn't have told 
London’s most cunning criminal mastermind that he was "bored and looking for adventure." Nor 
should he have offered to help the king's mistress in her struggles with her husband. And he 
definitely shouldn't have trusted the calculating Queen Caroline. She’s promised him a royal 
pardon if he holds his tongue. Now Tom must scramble to save his life and protect those he 
loves.  

 

The gold eaters: a novel / Ronald Wright. 
Kidnapped at sea by conquistadors seeking the golden land of Peru, a young Inca boy named 
Waman is the everyman thrown into extraordinary circumstances. Forced to become Francisco 
Pizarro's translator, he finds himself caught up in one of history's great clashes of civilizations, 
the Spanish invasion of the Incan Empire of the 1530s. To survive, he must not only learn 
political gamesmanship but also discover who he truly is, and in what country and culture he 
belongs. Only then can he be reunited with the love of his life and begin the search for his 
shattered family, journeying through a land and a time vividly depicted here. 

 

Collected stories of Charles W. Chesnutt / ed. William L. Andrews. 
Unlike the popular "Uncle Remus" stories of Joel Chandler Harris, Charles W. Chesnutt's tales 
probe psychological depths in black people unheard of before in Southern regional writing. They 
also expose the anguish of mixed-race men and women and the consequences of racial hatred, 
mob violence, and moral compromise. This important collection contains all the stories in his 
two published volumes, The Conjure Woman and The Wife of His Youth, along with two 
uncollected works: the tragic "Dave's Neckliss" and "Baxter's Procustes", Chesnutt's parting shot 
at prejudice.  

 

The ambassadors / Henry James. 
Sent from Massachusetts by the formidable Mrs. Newsome to recall her son, Chad, from what 
she assumes to be a corrupt life in Paris, Strether finds his intentions subtly and profoundly 
transformed as he falls under the spell of the city and of his charge. He is quick to perceive that 
Chad has been not so much corrupted as refined, and over the course of the hot summer 
months in Paris he gradually realizes that this discovery and acceptance of Chad's 
unconventional new lifestyle alter his own ideals and ambitions. 



 

Yekl and The imported bridegroom / Bernard G. Richards. 
Yekl (1896), the first novel upon which the much acclaimed film Hester Street was based, was 
probably the first novel in English that had a New York East Side immigrant as its hero. 

 

Virginia / Ellen Glasgow. 
Beginning in 1884, Virginia follows Virginia Pendleton through her life as she struggles to adapt 
to the changing role of women in the post-Civil War south. Ellen Glasgow is known for her 
chronicling of Virginia social history. She later won a Pulitzer Prize for her novel In This Our Life. 

 

Two or three things I know for sure / Dorothy Allison. 
Illustrated with photographs from the author's personal collection, Two or Three Things I Know 
for Sure tells the story of the Gibson women -- sisters, cousins, daughters, and aunts -- and the 
men who loved them, often abused them, and, nonetheless, shared their destinies. With 
luminous clarity, Allison explores how desire surprises and what power feels like to a young girl 
as she confronts abuse. As always, Dorothy Allison is provocative, confrontational, and brutally 
honest. Two or Three Things I Know for Sure, steeped in the hard-won wisdom of experience, 
expresses the strength of her unique vision with beauty and eloquence. 

 

Outlander Series / Diana Gabaldon. (TCC) 
The year is 1945. Claire Randall, a former combat nurse, is just back from the war and reunited 
with her husband on a second honeymoon when she walks through a standing stone in one of 
the ancient circles that dot the British Isles. Suddenly she is a Sassenach—an “outlander”—in a 
Scotland torn by war and raiding border clans in the year of Our Lord...1743. 

 

Getting Mother's body: a novel / Suzan-Lori Parks. 
Like a country quilt, playwright Suzan-Lori Parks's spellbinding first novel, Getting Mother's 
Body, is pieced together from rags: short and slanted scraps of narrative recounted by various 
friends and members of the hard-luck Beede clan of Ector County, Texas. These sad, wily, 
bickering voices tell the story of Billy Beede--poor, unmarried, and pregnant--and her dead 
mother, the "hot and wild" blues singer, Willa Mae Beede, who may or may not have been laid 
to rest with a fortune of diamonds and pearls in her coffin. When a letter arrives announcing 
that a supermarket is being built on the ground where Willa Mae was buried, Billy determines to 
dig her up and get the jewels. 

 

The hours count: a novel / Jillian Cantor. 
On June 19, 1953, Ethel and Julius Rosenberg were executed for conspiring to commit 
espionage. The day Ethel was first arrested in 1950, she left her two young sons with a 
neighbor, and she never came home to them again. Brilliantly melding fact and fiction, Jillian 
Cantor reimagines the life of that neighbor, and the life of Ethel and Julius, an ordinary-seeming 
Jewish couple who became the only Americans put to death for spying during the Cold War. 



 

Ape house: a novel / Sara Gruen. 
Sam, Bonzi, Lola, Mbongo, Jelani, and Makena are no ordinary apes. These bonobos, like others 
of their species, are capable of reason and carrying on deep relationships - but unlike most 
bonobos, they also know American Sign Language. Isabel Duncan, a scientist at the Great Ape 
Language Lab, doesn’t understand people, but animals she gets - especially the bonobos. Isabel 
feels more comfortable in their world than she’s ever felt among humans... until she meets John 
Thigpen, a very married reporter who braves the ever-present animal rights protesters outside 
the lab to see what’s really going on inside. 

 

Riding lessons / Sara Gruen. 
As a world-class equestrian and Olympic contender, Annemarie Zimmer lived for the thrill of 
flight atop a strong, graceful animal. Then, at eighteen, a tragic accident destroyed her riding 
career and Harry, the beautiful horse she cherished. Now, twenty years later, Annemarie is 
coming home to her dying father's New Hampshire horse farm. Jobless and abandoned, she is 
bringing her troubled teenage daughter to this place of pain and memory, where ghosts of an 
unresolved youth still haunt the fields and stables—and where hope lives in the eyes of the 
handsome, gentle veterinarian Annemarie loved as a girl; and in the seductive allure of a trainer 
with a magic touch.  

 

When the moon is low / a novel by Nadia Hashimi. 
Mahmoud's passion for his wife Fereiba, a schoolteacher, is greater than any love she's ever 
known. But their happy, middle-class world implodes when their country is engulfed in war, and 
the Taliban rises to power. Mahmoud becomes a target of the new fundamentalist regime and is 
murdered. Forced to flee Kabul with her three children, Fereiba has one hope to survive: she 
must find a way to cross Europe and reach her sister's family in England. With forged papers 
and help from kind strangers they meet along the way, Fereiba make a dangerous crossing into 
Iran under cover of darkness.  

 

Mr. Splitfoot / Samantha Hunt. 
Ruth and Nat are orphans, packed into a house full of abandoned children run by a religious 
fanatic. To entertain their siblings, they channel the dead. Decades later, Ruth’s niece, Cora, 
finds herself accidentally pregnant. After years of absence, Aunt Ruth appears, mute and full of 
intention. She is on a mysterious mission, leading Cora on an odyssey across the entire state of 
New York on foot. Where is Ruth taking them? Where has she been? And who — or what — has 
she hidden in the woods at the end of the road? 

 

The neon lawyer / Victor Methos. 
With money and hope in short supply, newly minted attorney Brigham Theodore decides it’s 
time to lower his standards. He joins a seedy fly-by-night firm in Salt Lake City out of 
desperation. After he loses his first case—a speeding ticket—he’s convinced his career is over. 
But to his shock, his boss hands him a slightly more complex case: capital murder. 

 

The trial / Franz Kafka. 
'Somebody must have laid false information against Josef K., for he was arrested one morning 
without having done anything wrong.' From this first sentence onwards, Josef K. is on trial for 
his right to exist in a novel which, more than any other, is infinitely perceptive about the nature 
of terror. 



 

Laxdaela saga / Translated by Magnus Magnusson and Hermann Palsson. 
Written around 1245 by an unknown author, the Laxdaela Saga is an extraordinary tale of 
conflicting kinships and passionate love, and one of the most compelling works of Icelandic 
literature. Covering 150 years in the lives of the inhabitants of the community of Laxriverdale, 
the saga focuses primarily upon the story of Gudrun Osvif's-daughter: a proud, beautiful, vain 
and desirable figure, who is forced into an unhappy marriage and destroys the only man she 
has truly loved - her husband's best friend. A moving tale of murder and sacrifice, romance and 
regret, the Laxdaela Saga is also a fascinating insight into an era of radical change.  

 

Glass sword / Victoria Aveyard. ( ) 
Mare Barrow’s blood is red—the color of common folk—but her Silver ability, the power to 
control lightning, has turned her into a weapon that the royal court tries to control. The crown 
calls her an impossibility; a fake, but as she makes her escape from Maven, the prince—the 
friend—who betrayed her, Mare uncovers something startling: she is not the only one of her 
kind. Pursued by Maven, now a vindictive king, Mare sets out to find and recruit other Red-and-
Silver fighters to join in the struggle against her oppressors.  

 

Calvin: a novel / by Martine Leavitt. 
As a child, Calvin felt an affinity with the comic book character from Bill Watterson’s Calvin & 
Hobbes. He was born on the day the last strip was published; his grandpa left a stuffed tiger 
named Hobbes in his crib; and he even had a best friend named Susie. Then Calvin’s mom 
washed Hobbes to death, Susie grew up beautiful and stopped talking to him, and Calvin pretty 
much forgot about the strip—until now. Now he has been diagnosed with schizophrenia. Hobbes 
is back as a delusion, and Calvin can’t control him. Calvin decides that if Watterson would just 
make one more comic strip, but without Hobbes, Calvin would be cured. Calvin, Susie and 
Hobbes set out on a dangerous trek across frozen Lake Erie to track down Watterson.  

 

UnBound: Unwind dystology / Neal Shusterman. 
In the New York Times bestselling Unwind Dystology—Unwind, UnWholly, UnSouled, 
and UnDivided—Neal Shusterman thrilled readers with the story of a society that deals with its 
out-of-control teens by “unwinding” them—transplanting more than 99% of their bodies into 
other people. In the latest installment of this sequence, Shusterman—along with collaborators 
Terry Black, Michelle Knowlden, Brendan Shusterman, and Jarrod Shusterman—explores even 
more aspects of a world that has accepted the unacceptable. These short stories examine the 
world of unwinding in a way we haven’t seen before, providing a fresh framework, new 
characters, and a different take on some events. 

 

Burning midnight / Will McIntosh. 
Seventeen-year-old David Sullivan’s life is about to change—all because of one tiny, priceless 
item found in the murky bottom of a Brooklyn water tower. Sully is a sphere dealer at a flea 
market. No one knows where the brilliant-colored spheres came from. One day they were just 
there, hidden all over the earth like huge gemstones. Burn a pair and they make you a little 
better: an inch taller, skilled at math, better-looking. The rarer the sphere, the more 
expensive—and the greater the improvement. When Sully meets Hunter, a girl with a natural 
talent for finding spheres, the two start searching together. One day they find a Gold—a color 
no one has ever seen. 

 

Shallow graves / Kali Wallace. 
Breezy remembers leaving the party: the warm, wet grass under her feet, her cheek still 
stinging from a slap to her face. But when she wakes up, scared and pulling dirt from her 
mouth, a year has passed and she can’t explain how. Nor can she explain the man lying at her 
grave, dead from her touch, or why her heartbeat comes and goes. She doesn’t remember who 
killed her or why. All she knows is that she’s somehow conscious—and not only that; she’s able 
to sense who around her is hiding a murderous past. 



 

Bad kitty / by Nick Bruel. 
From the creator of The New York Times bestseller Boing! comes the riotous story of a cat gone 
berserk -- four times over an in alphabetical order each time. Kitty is not happy when she's told 
that her favorite foods are all gone and all that's left are Asparagus, Beets, Cauliflower, 
Dill...and 22 other equally unappealing vegetables. So she: Ate my homework, Bit grandma, 
Clawed the curtains, Damaged the dishes, and so on, through Z.  

 

Over in the wetlands: a hurricane-on-the-bayou story / Caroline Starr Rose. 
Journey to the Louisiana wetlands and watch as all the animals of the bayou experience one of 
nature’s most dramatic and awe-inspiring events: a hurricane. The animals prepare—swimming 
for safer seas, finding cover in dens, and nestling their young close to protect them. During the 
height of the storm, even the trees react, cracking and moaning in the wind. At last, the 
hurricane yawns and rests, and animals come out to explore their world anew. 

 

Orangutanka: a story in poems / Margarita Engle. 
All the orangutans are ready for a nap in the sleepy depths of the afternoon . . . all except 
one. This little orangutan wants to dance! A hip-hop, cha-cha-cha dance full of somersaults and 
cartwheels. But who will dance with her? Written in bold poems in the tanka style, an ancient 
Japanese form of poetry that is often used as a travel diary, this exuberant orangutan 
celebration from acclaimed poet Margarita Engle will make readers want to dance, too! 

 

How come? : every kid's science questions explained / Kathy Wollard. 
Fact-filled, fun-filled, as interesting to parents as it is to kids, the How Come? series is the 
trusted source for lively, clear answers to kids’ science queries. 

 

A penguin named Patience: a Hurricane Katrina rescue story / Suzanne Lewis. 
Patience is a South African penguin. She is small at roughly 6 pounds and approximately 20 
inches tall; but at 24 years old, she is the "penguin in charge" of the penguin exhibit at New 
Orleans's Audubon Aquarium of the Americas. On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina hits, 
devastating the city and surrounding areas with its catastrophic winds and flooding. The 
aquarium is severely damaged. With no electricity or relief in sight, the temperature in the 
aquarium reaches dangerously high degrees, putting the penguins in peril. Patience, and the 18 
other penguins, along with some of the other zoo animals, must leave their home and their 
favorite human, Tom, the penguin keeper. 

 

Curious George discovers germs / adaptation by Erica Zappy. 
Like The Magic School Bus for a younger set, this new series is all about discovery, adventure 
and having fun with learning! Journey into a fever-induced dream in which George goes inside 
the body to learn all about germs. This adventure is jam-packed with additional science facts, 
real photos, experiments, activities, and more! 


